It is generally considered that the erection of the penis is produced by a combination of elevated arterial pressure, restricted venous return and relaxation of the walls of the cavernosus spaces. A mechanism to produce erection in bulls and rams (Watson, 1964) was proposed from anatomical studies.
tracts, compressing the crura and forcing blood into vessels of the corpus cavernosum penis (c.c.p.). The muscle then relaxes to allow blood from the deep artery to refill the spaces of the crura. This sequence is repeated until pressure in the c.c.p. equals that of the artery. A similar mechanism has been described for the dog (Henderson & Roepke, 1933 This work was performed under NSF Grant GY 3107.
